Assignment: We want to investigate whether attributions affect punitive attitudes differently for Black versus White offenders. Each student must collect data from 5 participants.  

The survey will ask participants to read some short news articles and give their opinions. This is an experiment so we will be manipulating two independent variables: attribution prime and race of the offender. 

Our first independent variable is the attribution prime. Primes are ways to get people thinking or acting a certain way by unconsciously making an idea more cognitively accessible (in psychology terms, to make that idea salient). In this study, we will be priming people to make them either more likely to make internal attributions or more likely to make external attributions.

Our second independent variable is the race of the offender. Participants will read a short crime story and we will manipulate the offender’s race; half will read about a White offender while half will read about a Black offender.

Our dependent variable is sentence length. This is how we are going to operationalize punitive attitudes. After reading the story, we will ask participants to assign a jail sentence to the offender. We hypothesize that when the offender is white, priming will have an effect; external primes will lead to short sentences while internal primes will lead to long sentences. However, when the offender is black, priming will not have an effect; the offender will receive long sentences regardless of the prime.

This is what we are going to write about in the next paper, for now, I only need an outline for the introduction. The annotated bibliography is attached; use all the journals of that annotated bibliography in the outline. I also attached an outline of a introduction similar to this one, please follow the format.


INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE OUTLINE:

The purpose of the lit review/introduction is to “prove” to the reader the following:
1. That you’ve researched the topics adequately and understand what they are and what they mean,
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]That you’ve researched the topics in terms of one another (i.e. how they are potentially related), and
3. That you’ve used that research to make a determination about what you expect to occur as a result of your study (i.e. you hypothesis)

How to Make the Outline

I. Intro paragraph – this is where you should discuss the research topic (introduce your argument). YOU SHOULD DO THIS FIRST
a. What variables are we looking at? What is this lit review/introduction going to be about? What point will you be trying to make (that your hypothesis is situated in past research/theory and valid)? Think about this as your context-providing/introductory paragraph to any paper that you would be writing. 

II. Support Hypothesis Paragraph – this is where you should address one point that will support your hypothesis that you can back-up with a research study (or two, if necessary/applicable) YOU SHOULD DO THIS LAST
a. BRIEFLY summarize the method – IV, DV, operationalization of both, etc.
b. BRIEFLY report relevant results – here you include the results from the study that are relevant to our hypothesis
c. BRIEFLY connect the results to our hypothesis – how do these results support our hypothesis? How do the results bolster the legitimacy of our hypothesis? (this is the most important part of your argument)

[REPEAT PART II AS NECESSARY.]

III. Conclusion paragraph – this is where you wrap up your argument YOU SHOULD DO THIS SECOND
a. The purpose of the study – this is where you discuss why we’re conducting this study, and what its point is, the justification for what our hypothesis is
b. Our hypothesis – you can take the exact sentence from the Paper 1 instructions


The order to complete the outline which is suggested is so that, when you start writing the “Support Hypothesis Paragraphs,” you have anchors for the start of your argument (Part I) and the end of your argument (Part III). That way, any time that you get confused as to what the point of each paragraph is, you can reorient yourself to where you started (Part I) and where you need to end up (Part III) and structure the paragraph with that in mind., 
